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Let’s start our December newsletter by wishing everyone a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 2018 has been 

a big year for the World Car Awards, which commenced 

its activities in March at the Geneva Motor Show with our 

finalists’ announcement and inaugural World Car Person 

of the Year award, a trophy that went to Volvo CEO Hakan 

Samuelsson.

We then staged our annual main event in March — the high 

profile prize-giving ceremony at the New York International 

Auto Show,  at which over 500 media and OEM executives 

attended. That was followed in May by the ‘World Car 

Garage’ and a display of the World Car winners at the 

London Motor Show.

The official kick-off of The Road to the World Car Awards 

(Road to World Car) journey for 2019 took place at the 

Paris Auto Salon on September 19 by celebrating our 15th 

anniversary while acknowledging Audi as the winner of the 

greatest number of WCA trophies.

The Road to World Car is an annual journey that follows our 
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80-plus jurors as they test-drive the 2019 eligible vehicles 

prior to voting on the finalists in January and the winners in 

February.  There are many stops along the way.

One of these stops was our fifth annual L.A. Test Drives 

event, exclusively sponsored by ZF.  We welcomed a 

record number of 48 jurors who came from 18 countries to 

test drive 38 eligible vehicles manufactured in the U.S.A, 

Japan, Korea, Sweden, U.K., Italy and Germany over six 

days across a special route that took in the well-known 

Angeles Crest Highway.

We extend a special thank you to Suzuki Corporation for 

their outstanding efforts to ship two Euro-spec Jimny 

vehicles from Germany to L.A. so our jurors could evaluate 

the Japanese SUV that is not available in the U.S.  We also 

thank them for sending the Chief Engineer of the Jimny 

directly from Japan to talk to the jurors. 

The Road to World Car makes a new stop along the journey 

on January 10, 2019 at the Consumer Electronics Show 

(CES) in Las Vegas where a panel discussion moderated 

by World Car director Tim Stevens will take place in the 

ZF exhibit. Jurors will have until the second last week of 

January to test drive all eligible vehicles before they vote in 

the first round of online voting that closes in late January. 

Then, the countdown excitement begins with The World 

Car Finals on February 5 when KPMG announces the Top 

Ten for the World Car of the Year and the Top Five for the 

other five categories. Jurors will then be required to vote 

in a second round of voting to decide on the respective 

winners. 

Then, at the Geneva Motor Show in early March, the 

countdown – and the competition – becomes even more 

exciting when the Top Three in the World will be revealed 

for each category as will the World Car Person of the Year. 

As always, the Road to World Car journey will end at the 

New York International Auto Show on Wednesday, April 

17th, 2019 when the winners are declared during the 

awards ceremony that officially opens the show.

The Road to World Car journey is supported by our 

recently launched Instagram and FB campaign that 

tells the story of the cars, the journalists, and their test 

drives.  Coming up will be a “Meet our Jurors” feature to 

better introduce you to the members of our jury panel; as 

well as a “Safety Tech Talk” feature.  Please follow us on 

Instagram @theworldcarawards and use #WCA2019 and/

or #WorldCarAwards when posting.  

Meanwhile our presenting partner Autoneum is launching 

a contest (with prizes) amongst their followers to “Guess 

the World Car Finalists” and subsequently “Guess the 

World Car Winners”. https://www.facebook.com/

autoneumgroup/

We look forward to seeing you at the CES in Las Vegas, 

in Geneva for our finalists’ announcement and at the 

prize-giving ceremony that officially opens the New York 

International Auto Show on Wednesday, April 17, 2019.

Our Japanese jurors with some Japanese contenders at the side of the beautiful Los 
Angeles Crest Highway

Suzuki’s Alun Parry, Press & PR, Hiroyuki Yonezawa, Chief Engineer, and Yukiko Hosoe, 
Sales, at this year’s L.A. Test Drives
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THE SHOW 
MUST GO ON

B Y  M I K E  R U T H E R F O R D ,  C O - C H A I R M A N ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  P R O G R A M

Whether it’s the financial website of the year in London or 

the world’s leading auto industry magazine over in Detroit, 

the same question is being provocatively asked over and 

over: Are motor shows dead?

In a word, no.

Like cars and the growing volumes of people using them 

in all corners of the developed and developing world, auto 

exhibitions aren’t going away. You’re kidding yourself if 

you think otherwise. 

Billions of people use cars daily, either as drivers or 

passengers. Of those, close to 100 million (and rising) 

customers sign-up for brand new vehicles each year. These 

are the comparatively wealthy folk who want to, need to 

and deserve to have the opportunity to see, smell, climb in 

and out of the selection of models they’ve shortlisted and 

are thinking of buying/leasing. 

For back to back, try it on and see if it fits, touchy feely 

comparison purposes, such competing cars from rival 

manufacturers all need to be there, in the flesh, at the same 

venue - the indoor or outdoor, static or moving, hands-on 

motor show.   

For those and other no-brainer reasons, today’s domestic 

and international auto exhibitions are as - if not more - 

relevant, important and alive than ever. Of course there 

are a few exceptions to that general rule - the ailing Detroit 

event (wrong on so many levels, I regret to say) is one 

example. 

The British Motor Show is another - although it has at least 

been replaced by the intriguing London Motor & Tech Show 

at London’s ExCel where the ‘World Car Garage’ will be 

featured in 2019.

Also, it’s true that when the 2018/’19 auto exhibition 

season kicked off in the now anti-car city of Paris this 

Autumn just gone it was a bit flat, and there were a handful 

of no-show firms. But still the occasion worked superbly for 

the manufacturers and show-goers who turned up and got 

stuck in. And there are other, even better events looming 

- including Geneva in March, New York in April, and Tokyo 

next Autumn. 

Again, a tiny minority of short-sighted (or are they just 

lazy?) ‘world-class’ manufacturers will, in effect, boycott 

one or more of the above gatherings which are among the 

biggest, best and most essential motor shows on earth. 

Visitors to the 2017 London Motor & Tech Show get familiar with the World Car 
Award-winning Jaguar F-PACE
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York showgoers who did not intend to purchase reported 

that attending the show changed their mind. 

It’s for these and other positive reasons that NYIAS has 

become something of a much-loved second home for 

World Car in recent years. This is largely thanks to the fact 

that we stage our annual trophy-giving ceremony at this 

show. And we’re extremely happy to do so. 

As the NYIAS doesn’t open its doors to press and public 

until mid-April next year, we’ll be drip-feeding you more 

stats about this colossal and colossally important event 

over the next four months.

Meanwhile, please remind yourself and others that the 

death of the motor show has been greatly exaggerated. 

And in doing so they’ll be as daft as the most talented race 

drivers on the planet boycotting F1, or world record holder 

athletes turning their backs on the Olympics. 

Manufacturers who are auto exhibition absentees need 

to think things through a little deeper, improve their 

efficiency, spend their motor show money more wisely.

Smart, confident, on-form outfits such as the Peugeot 

Citroën sisters have worked out that halving their multi-

million pound spending on their respective stands doesn’t 

matter that much because - surprise, surprise - the 

press and paying customers come to see the cars, not 

the sometimes gratuitously over the top edifices they’re 

parked on or in.

The New York International Auto Show (NYIAS) is one of 

the very best examples of why and how big exhibitions in 

leading cities are important - and unmissable for global 

vehicle manufacturers.

In 2018 the attendance at NYIAS was the second highest in 

its 118-year history, with over one million visitors - including 

6,573 media registrations eminating from 56 countries. 

Astonishingly, 98 per cent of attendees said the show met 

or exceeded their expectations. It was that good for them. 

Another intriguing figure is that 26 per cent of the New 
Jaguar’s Director of Design, Ian Callum, and WCA’s Mike Rutherford at the 2017 Geneva 
Motor Show
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THERE’S MORE TO ZF 
THAN TRANSMISSIONS… 

MUCH MORE!
B Y  G E R R Y  M A L L O Y ,  D I R E C T O R  A N D  P R E S I D E N T ,  W C A  A S S O C I A T I O N

Mention the name ZF to any automotive enthusiast and 

images of high-performance, high-precision, highly-robust 

transmissions will probably come instantly to mind. 

It’s a fair association, for ZF’s transmissions are virtually 

synonymous with those attributes, having earned 

accolades in everything from exotic race and everyday 

production cars to a broad range of commercial and 

industrial vehicles, all around the world. 

Indeed, the name ‘Zahnradfabrik’, with which the company 

was founded in 1915 and from which ZF took its name in 

1921, means ‘gear factory’ in English. And its initial purpose 

was to manufacture gears and transmissions for Zeppelin 

airships. 

To say that ZF has come a long way since then would be 

gross understatement, for it is now one of the top-five, 

highly-diversified automotive suppliers in the world, in 

terms of OEM sales.

World Car Awards jurors attending the 2018 L.A. Test 

Drives, which were sponsored exclusively by ZF, got a brief 

glimpse of just how diversified the company has become 

and the solutions it is developing for the next generation 

of mobility. 

As Andrew Whydell, Vice-President, Product Planning for 

Global Systems, ZF North America, Inc. explained, the 

company is focusing its expertise on four key areas of rapid 

change and advancement: Automated Driving; Integrated 

Safety; Vehicle Motion Control; and Electric Mobility.

As many as 13 different types of systems produced by 

ZF play an integrated role in those solutions, with their 

functions divided into three disciplines: seeing (sensing), 

thinking (data processing) and acting (actuation).

Examples of those ZF systems can be found in multiple 

vehicles in the running for 2019 World Car awards, from 

the camera and ADAS systems in Cadillacs and Kias to 

the continuous damping control systems in Fords and 
ZF is focusing its expertise on four key areas of rapid change and advancement: Auto-
mated Driving; Integrated Safety; Vehicle Motion Control; and Electric Mobility.

ZF’s approach to automated driving functions is scalable, from bikes to buses
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Volkswagens to the plug-in hybrid transmissions in Audis 

and BMWs, and many more. On the subject of Automated 

Driving, which is the focus of much media and political 

attention these days, ZF is fully involved at every level. 

Whydell described the numerical levels of automation 

more colourfully as:

   Level 1: Assisted

   Level 2: Feet Off

   Level 3: Hands Off

   Level 4: Eyes Off

   Level 5: Brain Off

The “seeing’ function for Automated Driving is addressed by 

ZF’s camera, radar and LiDAR systems, while the ‘thinking’ 

part is handled by the ZF ProAI Central Computer with AD 

functions. ‘Acting’ takes many forms, enabled by such 

ZF systems as Integrated Brake Control, Electric Power 

Steering, Active Rear Axle Steering, Electric Drive, Active 

Damping System and and an Active Seatbelt System.

The company demonstrated its progress in these areas 

with a fully-automated Level 4 test vehicle incorporating 

extensive sensor set and AI-capable ZF ProAI control box 

technology at CES 2018, in Las Vegas. 

This vehicle demonstrated the company’s extensive 

expertise as a system architect for autonomous driving 

and its modular and scalable approach to the development 

of automated driving functions. The goal is a system 

architecture that can be applied to any vehicle and tailored 

according to the application, the available hardware and 

the desired level of automation. In the application shown at 

CES, the control unit manages up to 30 trillion operations 

per second, creating the conditions for artificial intelligence 

and deep learning.

Since then, the company has announced a joint venture 

partnership with e.GO Mobile AG to begin series production 

of an Autonomous People Mover, called e.GO Mover, 

in 2019. The e.Go Moove GmbH joint venture plans to 

manufacture people and cargo movers primarily for the 

urban mobility needs of the future, with five-digit volumes 

initially scheduled for annual production. 

ZF is expecting the demand for these vehicles, which 

incorporate its automated drive technologies, will reach 

approximately one-million in the next five to seven years. 

These examples illustrate the frenetic pace at which the 

world of mobility is changing, as well as ZF’s readiness 

to play a major role in that advancement. We’ll look more 

closely at other other areas of advance by ZF in future 

newsletters.

ZF Next Generation Interior of a Transport as a Service Vehicle

ZF Intelligent Dynamic Driving Chassis (IDDC)
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5th ANNUAL 
L.A. TEST DRIVES

O V E R V I E W  B Y  N E W S P R E S S ,  O F F I C I A L  M E D I A  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

It was a great success! 48 international journalists from 18 

different countries spent the week in Pasadena, California 

test-driving 38 cars that are contenders in six categories 

for the 2019 World Car Awards. 

 

The 5th annual L.A. Test Drives is a stop on the The Road 

to the World Car Awards journey that began in Paris on 

October 2nd.  The journey follows our 86 international 

journalists that make-up the jury panel as they test-drive 

and vote on the “Top Three in the World” finalists as well 

as the overall winners.

 

The journey ends at the New York International Auto Show 

on Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 when the winners are 

declared during an awards ceremony that officially opens 

the show. 

The L.A. Test Drives were hosted by ZF who gave our 

journalists a glimpse into the future of the automobile 

from a supplier’s perspective including the electrification 

of everything:  from bikes and cars to trucks and buses.

 

The L.A. Test Drives event enables international jurors 

to evaluate cars that may not be available in their local 

market, and for everyone to test those cars on a perfect 

testbed of American roads. Through the course of a 60 

minute loop, each car was subjected to both urban and 

rural roads, a stretch of multilane interstate and a section 

of the epic and iconic Angeles Crest Highway. This twisty 

and mountainous series of switchbacks and challenging 

turns is a real test for even the best handling cars.

 

This combination of scenarios makes Pasadena an ideal 

spot for testing these cars, and the beautiful views from 

the Angeles Crest Highway also make for some incredible 

photo opportunities.

 

Our next stop?  Geneva:  where the World Car Awards will 

announce the “Top Three in the World” finalists as well as 

the 2019 World Car Person of the Year on Tuesday, March 

5, 2019. Of course, The Road To World Car doesn’t really 

stop. Just a few weeks after the New York show’s grande 

finale, the World Car Garage will be staged for the fourth 

year at the London Motor Show in May of 2019; offering a 

glimpse of the 2020 contenders as well as celebrating the 

2019 winners.

 

The World Car Awards is the number one awards program 

of its type globally for the sixth consecutive year as 

reported in Prime Research’s independent media report 

released earlier this year.

The views from the Angeles Crest Highway make for incredible photo opportunities
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AUSTRIA

Stephan Schätzl (Krone Multimedia)

FINLAND

Toni Jalovaara (Tekniikan Maailma)

GERMANY

Christian Brinkmann (Speed Heads)

Thomas Geiger (Die Welt)

Greg Kable (Autocar)

Jens Meiners (Freelance) 

Yoshihiro Kimura (Auto Motor und Sport)

Des Sellmeijer (GTspirit.com)

GREECE

Michael Georgiadis (Drive magazine)

JORDAN

Mohammad Zaro (Sayyarat Alghad)

POLAND

Maciej Pertynski (Auto Moto) 

PORTUGAL

Guilherme Costa (Razao Automovel)

SLOVENIA

Milos Milac (Finance Business Daily)

SPAIN

Manuel Gómez Blanco (El Pais)

UK

Richard Aucock (Motoring Research)

Nat Barnes (Daily & Sunday Express)

Richard Bremner (Autocar) 

Ginny Buckley (Good Housekeeping)

Mike Rutherford (Auto Express)

Charlie Turner (Top Gear) 

INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNALISTS

B Y  C O U N T R Y  &  O U T L E T

5 T H  A N N U A L  L . A .  T E S T  D R I V E S

N O V E M B E R  2 4  –  2 9 ,  2 0 1 8

T H E  W E S T I N  P A S A D E N A
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CANADA

Mark Richardson (The Globe & Mail)

MEXICO

Manuel Ferdandez (autologia.com.mx)

Carlos Sandoval (Sandowalsky)

USA

Eric Adams (Wired)

Matt Askari (Autoblog)

Roberto Baldwin (Engadget)

Abigail Bassett (Edmunds)

Steven Ewing (Motor1)

Richard Homan (Kelley Blue Book) 

Joe Lorio (Hearst Digital Media)

John McCormick (Detroit News)

Scotty Reiss (A Girls Guide to Cars)

Tim Stevens (CNET Roadshow)

Jaclyn Trop (Forbes)

AUSTRALIA

Joshua Dowling (News Limited)

INDIA

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar (NDTV)

JAPAN

Shinichi Katsura (Response) 

Peter Lyon (Forbes)

Hideshi Matsuda (Motor Magazine) 

Koji Ozawa (Best Car) 

Kumi Sato (CarTop)

Motohiro Yamazaki (GQ Japan)

CHINA

Xia Dong (Viewworld New Media)

Li Geng (Orient Auto) 

Cui Jun (Car Owners) 

Miao Jun (Car and Driver)

William Wang Kun (xcar.com) 

Xionghui (Sean) Qiu (Auto World) 

Clockwise from top: Journalists from Europe; Asia; China; and North America
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5th ANNUAL L.A. TEST DRIVES 
DRIVING IMPRESSIONS 

ACURA RDX

Already one of the segment’s top sellers, the new RDX 

arrives with fresh technology, sharp exterior and interior 

design, and an all-new integrated dynamics system 

with 5 modes, a gutsy 2.0-liter turbo and a revised AWD 

system combined with a newly fitted 10-speed automatic 

transmission that makes the 3rd generation SUV one of the 

best handling in its class.

Peter Lyon (Car & Driver, Forbes and Quattroruote)

**

ASTON MARTIN VANTAGE 

I love this Vantage design - the skin is drawn extra tight 

over the body making this Aston look more agile and lean 

than its stable mates. And that agile look is reflected in 

the handling, which is responsive and crisp and backed up 

by the rorty 500-hp V8 motor. Not wild about the slightly 

grabby brake feel and some flaws in the interior trim but 

overall, the most entertaining Aston yet.

John McCormick (Detroit News, Forbes, New York Post)

**

BMW X2 xDRIVE 28i

The BMW X2 takes the concept of its larger siblings one 

decisive step further: It is not just an X1 with a different 

roofline, it sports an entirely unique body. 

Below the skin is BMW’s well-proven UKL platform. It offers 

a variety of efficient and agile diesel and petrol engines.

Jens Meiners – (GTspirit, Auto-Medienportal, Autoblog)

**

BMW i8 ROADSTER

W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  J U R O R S  -   L . A .  T E S T  D R I V E S  P H O T O S  B Y  Y A S U H I K O  S A T O
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GENESIS G70

I loved the new G70 in both tested versions, 2.0T with 

manual transmission and 3.3T AWD with AT8. Both 

are driver’s cars at the very best understanding of this 

expression, both give sooooo much fun from simple 

driving, even within legal limits. Immaculate finish, very 

good materials, simple management of board functions, 

great ergonomics. Ride, grip, precision of steering, brake 

efficiency – all perfect. My car of choice.

Maciej Pertynski (Auto Moto and Motor) 

**

HONDA CLARITY PHEV

Honda’s Clarity series is at the forefront of advanced 

technology, and while the hydrogen and all-electric 

versions are only available in select markets, the plug-in 

hybrid is available in many global markets. Its futuristic 

shape has an almost Citroënesque touch.

Jens Meiners – (GTspirit, Auto-Medienportal, Autoblog)

**

HONDA INSIGHT TOURING

This stylish new sedan is powered by Honda’s most 

compact 2-motor hybrid system that provides upwards of 

55mpg while offering a strong array of innovative safety 

technology. More powerful than its Toyota or Hyundai 

rivals, the Insight generates 151hp and therefore feels 

responsive and torquey like an EV. 

It was always meant to be a Roadster. The open top body 

represents the best of the “green” supercar concept. 

Technology is still innovative and futuristic as it was the 

first day the i8 was launched, almost 5 years ago. Despite 

the C02 footprint of a small city car, overall performance 

and handling is in the class of a standard 911, which is quite 

impressive. 

Michael Georgiadis (EIC: Drive magazine)

**

BMW M2 COMPETITION

The BMW M2 Competition is the best driver’s car in 

production from BMW. Two reasons I say that: the 405 hp, 

3.0 M TwinPower turbo engine, and the sense of control 

you get as a driver. A driver’s delight, this coupe will go 

where you want it to with precision. The most exhilarating 

car at this year’s LA Test Drives for me. Am just glad its 

street legal!    

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar – (NDTV network)

**

CADILLAC XT4

XT4 somehow feels like a vehicle for North America, not 

the big, wide world. If Cadillac again intends to properly 

compete on the global automotive stage it needs products 

with greater international appeal - sold via a larger and 

more effective overseas distribution network.

Mike Rutherford (Auto Express, BBC TV and radio)
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Able to send torque to the e-motor and directly to the 

front wheels, the Insight’s e-motor is in its element at city 

speeds.

Peter Lyon (Car & Driver, Forbes and Quattroruote)

**

HYUNDAI NEXO

A very good application of a rather complex drivetrain 

technology. Performs and handles surprisingly well: Mighty 

acceleration, nice steering and brake feel, comfortable 

ride, high grip level… Range of more than 500km is big and 

not so badly affected from the driving style as in other EVs. 

Probably the best real-world green car. 

Michael Georgiadis (EIC: Drive magazine)

**

HYUNDAI SANTA FE

The driving experience is adequate enough. But this 

isn’t and doesn’t pretend to be a drivers’ car. It will not 

be bought or leased by customers intent on chucking it 

through bends on mountain roads, or racing away from the 

traffic lights. 

Its appeal is that it looks and feels like a refined, borderline 

premium SUV that most right-minded families would be 

perfectly happy to live with. Santa Fe offers further proof 

that Hyundai has come of age. 

Mike Rutherford (Auto Express, BBC TV and radio)

HYUNDAI VELOSTER N

Just when I was convinced the Korean automakers couldn’t 

make a car that handled really well, along comes the 

Veloster N. Emerging from Hyundai’s sporty N division, the 

front-wheel drive Veloster echoes the spirit of VW’s Golf 

GTi, which defined the hot hatchback genre. 

The N’s 275-hp motor gives the car snappy performance, 

it feels light and nimble through the twisties and generally 

engaging to drive, which makes it a breakthrough vehicle 

for the Korean brand.

John McCormick (Detroit News, Forbes, New York Post)

**

INFINITI QX50

Infiniti expects the QX50 to become its main seller. But its 

2,0-liter engine, called VC-Turbo, is surprisingly innovative: 

It is the world’s first production-grade engine with a 

variable compression ratio and variable displacement. On 

the road, it is an utterly convincing crossover SUV.

Jens Meiners – (GTspirit, Auto-Medienportal, Autoblog)
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JAGUAR E-PACE 

Curvy, compact, and comfortable, the Jaguar E-Pace 

featured clean design within a muscular body. Inside, 

the sleek interface, stitched white leather upholstery 

and Jaguar’s Touch Pro infotainment system promise a 

pleasant ride, even in California traffic. 

Equally drivable in the city or canyons, the smaller of 

Jaguar’s crossovers provided plenty of power around 

Pasadena and through the San Gabriel Mountains. Hop in, 

the puddle lamps are beckoning.

Jaclyn Trop (Fortune)

**

JAGUAR I-PACE 

With a 234 mile range, head-turning looks, and surprising 

handling, the I-Pace offers a fresh alternative in the EV 

space. 

Switch to dynamic mode, and the immediate torque and 

handling make you temporarily feel like Superman. 

The interior has some clever features like the dual-purpose 

climate knobs, usable storage spaces, and a large pano 

glass roof that makes the cabin airy. 

I-Pace shows that buyers needn’t be penalized for driving 

electric.

Matt Askari (Motor1, Car and Driver, Men’s Health, Cool 

Hunting)

JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA / JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED

In and around Pasadena’s public roads it was so well 

behaved and manageable that I actually concluded that this 

is a highly versatile vehicle I could happily live with day to 

day when driving the urban and rural roads I regularly use. 

That’s not something I could have said about the previous 

model. If Land Rover isn’t worried about the arrival of the 

all-new, much improved Jeep Wrangler, it should be.

Mike Rutherford (Auto Express, BBC TV and radio)

**

KIA CEED/FORTE

Kia’s compact class contender has always offered high 

value, and this latest iteration continues to do so, but it 

ups the ante in terms of tech content, including driver 

assist features and a CVT that behaves like a normal 

transmission. It’s a sharp handler too, reflecting a family 

connection to the Stinger, with a resultant firmness of ride 

that is noticeable on rough surfaces. 

Gerry Malloy (Autofile.ca)
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LEXUS UX HYBRID / LEXUS UX F SPORT 

Lexus has become aggressive in the SUV space and the 

very relevant UX, its first small compact SUV, hits the 

sweet spot. I had the chance to drive the 169 hp, F Sport 

AWD and the range topping 181 hp, 250h AWD hybrid. The 

latter was the bigger revelation for its ample torque and 

great handling on the Angeles Crest highway.     

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar – (NDTV network)

**

LEXUS ES HYBRID / F-SPORT

Wearing a bold new look and a sharp reinterpretation of 

the brand’s signature ‘spindle’ grille, the ES comes in 

3 versions: the ES350, ES300h and the ES350 F Sport. 

Its handling is more poised, its interior is even quieter 

and more luxurious, and all three powertrains deliver 

class-leading performance though a newly fitted 8-speed 

transmission. The 2.5L hybrid gets 215hp and 45mpg on 

the highway.

Peter Lyon (Car & Driver, Forbes and Quattroruote)

NISSAN ALTIMA

The new Altima’s expressive styling gives it a more 

sophisticated look than its major mid-size competitors 

and it offers a full menu of au courant tech features and 

powertrain upgrades. While it’s no dedicated canyon 

carver, it is a thoroughly comfortable and competent family 

sedan and the option of AWD (standard in some markets) 

adds a whole new dimension to its desirability.

Gerry Malloy (Autofile.ca)

SUZUKI JIMNY

The Jimny makes clever use of its compact cabin, but most 

importantly, it makes driving fun, and playful. 

It’s not especially quick or powerful, but you can’t help but 

smile while driving it or shifting through the gears; it’s a 

little bit of analog we desperately need in an increasingly 

tech-focused industry.

Matt Askari (Motor1, Car and Driver, Men’s Health, Cool 

Hunting)
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The smallest car is the biggest star during these drives - a 

pity it’s not available in the US and great that Suzuki made 

it possible.

Thomas Geiger (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Deutsche 

Presse Agentur, Der Spiegel online)

**

TOYOTA AVALON HYBRID / AVALON TOURING

Built in the U.S.A. on the same platform as the new Camry, 

Toyota’s fifth-generation Avalon near-luxury sedan seems 

designed for life in L.A. and environs. Roomy, comfortable 

and isolating on city streets and freeways, it doesn’t feel 

out of place on the Angeles Crest, displaying a calm and 

collected demeanour that belies expectations. A bullseye 

for its target market!

Gerry Malloy (Autofile.ca)

**

TOYOTA COROLLA HATCHBACK

If not the 10-spoke wheels or the roof mounted rear spoiler, 

the edgy headlights will ensure you notice the new Toyota 

Corolla XSE hatchback. The compact car is dynamic and 

fully loaded. I found the new TNGA (Toyota New Global 

Architecture) platform Corolla to be more fun, more agile 

and sportier than expected. It outshines its sedan sibling 

by miles!

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar – (NDTV network)

TOYOTA RAV4 HYBRID

Finally the Toyota designers are back to work. After the 

last RAV4 was out of sight and out of mind, this one sticks 

to your brain - like it or not.

Thomas Geiger (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Deutsche 

Presse Agentur, Der Spiegel online)

VOLVO S60/V60

The Scandinavian “less is more” design philosophy at its 

best, in and out. Performance and handling wise, it has 

what it takes to provide great competition to the BMW 3 

Series. Not only as premium, but also as a sport sedan.

Michael Georgiadis (EIC: Drive magazine)

**

VOLVO XC40

Volvo has another strong car in the running following 

its XC60 success. In many ways the XC40 is even more 

impressive and gives off a cool vibe. 

A unique interior, compact proportions that belie its size, 

and good dynamics – the XC40 takes to urban or highway 

use with ease. 

It pampers you with stylish design, and the well-appointed 

interior, which includes the Sensus interface.

Siddharth Vinayak Patankar – (NDTV network)
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