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Belated greetings to 2019 and welcome to the celebratory 

climax of the Road to World Car, an annual journey that 

follows our 80-plus jurors as they test-drive this season’s 

eligible vehicles in the lead-up to the all-important dual 

online voting sessions in January and February. 

We are just a few days away from the Top Three in the World 

finalist announcement on March 5 inside the Brembo stand 

at the Geneva Motor Show; a prelude to the high profile 

grande finale prize-giving awards ceremony that will open 

the New York International Auto Show on April 17.

The journey kicked off at the London Motor Show last 

May when jurors started to drive and evaluate the 2019 

contenders. The World Car Awards then moved onto the 

Paris Auto Salon for the official World Car program launch 

in October.

As the highlight of our juror vehicle evaluation, the 5th 

annual “L.A. Test Drives” event, hosted by ZF, took place 

in November in Pasadena and included drive routes along 

the well-known Angeles Crest Highway. It was attended by 

a record 48 jurors driving 38 eligible vehicles over 6 days. 

WORLD CAR 
FINALS

F E B R U A R Y  5  -  A P R I L  1 6 ,  2 0 1 9

I N T R O D U C T I O N

P E T E R  L Y O N  -  C O - C H A I R M A N ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  P R O G R A M
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With cars from the U.S., Germany, Japan, Korea, Sweden, 

Italy and Britain, our jurors were able to drive a large 

variety of contenders back-to-back with competitors that 

may not have been available in their home markets. 

World Car also made a stop in January in Las Vegas 

at the Consumer Electronics Show where our director 

Tim Stevens moderated a panel discussion titled ‘The 

Intersection of Consumer and Automotive Tech,’ hosted 

by ZF at their stand. 

Our juror’s test-driving and candidate evaluation is now 

over for the 2018-2019 season and voting is complete. We 

have our Top Ten finalists for the main WCOTY award as 

well as the Top Five finalists for our other five awards.

Now comes the exciting part – the announcements. We 

invite all our jurors to join us and our partners from the 

New York International Auto Show at the Brembo stand in 

Geneva where we will reveal the Top Three in the World 

finalists in six categories. During the first press day, we will 

also be presenting a trophy to the recipient of the World 

Car Person of the Year award.

Then, on April 17 in the Big Apple, World Car will once again 

officially open the New York International Auto Show with 

a high profile prize-giving ceremony, awarding winners in 

six categories. 

The New York show will signal the culmination of the 2019 

season, a period in which WCA maintained its number one 

world ranking amongst global car awards programs in 

terms of media reach for the sixth consecutive year.

As the kick-off to the 2020 jury test-driving season, WCA 

will stage its 4th annual World Car Garage at the London 

Motor Show where we will not only display some of the 

winners announced at the New York show but feature one 

or two contenders for the upcoming season.

The Road to World Car journey is supported by our recently 

launched Instagram and FB campaign that tells the story of 

the cars, the journalists, and their test drives.  

Launched at the end  of 2018, the aim of our “Meet Our 

Jurors” feature is to better introduce you to the members 

of our jury panel.  

Please follow us on Instagram @theworldcarawards and 

use #WCA2019 and/or #WorldCarAwards when posting. 

 

Meanwhile our presenting partner Autoneum is launching 

a contest (with prizing) amongst their followers to “Guess 

the World Car Finalists” and subsequently “Guess the 

World Car Winners.” 

Visit: https://www.facebook.com/autoneumgroup/

We hope to see you in Geneva on March 5 for the “Top Three 

in the World” reveal and then again in the Big Apple on April 

17 for highly anticipated prize-giving awards ceremony.48 jurors joined us for the L.A. Test Drives event, driving 38 eligible vehicles over 6 days

WCA Director Tim Stevens hosted a panel discussion titled ‘The Intersection of 
Consumer and Automotive Tech at CES



3

KOREA AND UK 
ENTER BIG LEAGUE
M I K E  R U T H E R F O R D  -  J U R O R ,  D I R E C T O R ,  C O - C H A I R  -  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  P R O G R A M

Something significant, unexpected and unprecedented 

occurred after the first round of World Car 2019 voting 

which closed on January 28. South Korea and Britain 

respectively promoted themselves into second and third 

place in the WCA league table. There was no great surprise 

that Germany retained its position at the top of the pile. 

But Japan being relegated to fourth - that wasn’t in the 

script.

However, before the new kids on the block Koreans and the 

bruised but still battling  British get too excited about their 

current lofty positions, things could change dramatically 

come the first Geneva press day on March 5 (when the 

results of the February 15 second and final round of voting 

kick in). 

March 5 will be the day when The Top 3 cars in each of the 

six categories will be named - and the league table shown 

here could be turned on its head. We’ll see. But at this stage 

of the process there’s no getting away from the facts: little 

Britain is boasting more World Car Finalists (four) than 

Japan (two) and the USA (one) put together. 

More impressive still, South Korea has twice as many 

contenders (six) as Japan and America combined. 

Meanwhile, Germany on its own has as many Finalists as 

the collective might of Japan, Britain and the US. It’s clear 

that Audi, BMW, Mercedes and Volkswagen look as strong 

as ever, and although Porsche might be feeling miffed 

that it has been unable to do anything World Car-related 

in 2019, the all-new 911 will almost certainly qualify as a 

2020 contender.

The Seoul sisters - Hyundai, Kia and Genesis - are currently 

doing their South Korean homeland proud by performing 

far better in WCA 2019 than they’ve done in previous years. 

Almost overnight it feels like the Koreans have massively 

upped their game and finally arrived on the world stage...

with increasingly credible products that are as good if not 

better than those from their direct competitors in Europe, 

Japan, North America and beyond.

The Brit pack - Aston Martin, Jaguar and McLaren - are 

also punching above their weight as they fly the flag for a 

UK whose car industry is down in the dumps, shedding jobs 

and closing a major factory (Honda in Swindon). On top 

of all this, motor manufacturers in Britain currently face 

huge uncertainties over the democratic decision of the 

electorate to exit the European Union. It could be argued 

that the only thing the UK car industry has to smile about 

Little Britain boasts more World Car Finalists (including the Jaguar I-Pace above)  than 
Japan and the USA put together
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W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  L E A G U E  T A B L E  B Y 

N A T I O N  -  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9

 

G E R M A N Y 

Audi A1

Audi A7

Audi Q8

Audi e-tron

BMW 3 Series

BMW M2 Competition

BMW 8 Series

Mercedes-Benz A-Class

Mercedes-Benz AMG 4 door Coupe 

Mercedes-Benz CLS

Volkswagen Touareg

 

S O U T H  K O R E A

Genesis G70 

Hyundai AH2/Santro

Hyundai Nexo 

Hyundai Velostar N

Kia Niro EV

Kia Soul

 

U K 

Aston Martin Vantage

Jaguar E-Pace 

Jaguar I-Pace

McLaren 720S

 

J A P A N

Honda Clarity

Suzuki Jimny

 

S W E D E N

Volvo S60/V60

Volvo XC40 

 

F R A N C E

Citroën C5 Aircross 

 

S P A I N

SEAT Arona

 

U S A

Ford Focus 

 

G R A N D  T O T A L  2 8

in this Brexit-dominated year is that three of its leading 

manufacturers are in the running for World Car Awards.

Japan’s problem right now is that huge, high-profile 

brands such as Toyota, Lexus, Nissan and Infiniti have 

already been eliminated from the 2019 World Car Awards 

process. Why? Put simply, our 80-plus jurors across the 

globe deemed most of their all-new models not good, or 

desirable, enough. 

But credit where credit’s due - embattled Honda and the 

dark horse that is Suzuki are both capable of picking up 

trophies in New York next month, with the latter even being 

in with a chance of winning the big one - the World Car of 

the Year gong. But don’t rule out Volvo of Sweden either. It 

won the WCOTY title with XC60 in 2018. And it surely has 

to be one of the favorites to win again this year with the 

S60/V60.    

W O R L D  C A R  O F  T H E 

Y E A R

Audi e-tron

BMW 3 Series

Ford Focus

Genesis G70

Hyundai Nexo 

Jaguar I-Pace

Mercedes-Benz A-Class

Suzuki Jimny

Volvo S60/V60

Volvo XC40

W O R L D  P E R F O R M A N C E 

C A R

Aston Martin Vantage

BMW M2 Competition 

Hyundai Veloster N

McLaren 720S

Mercedes-Benz AMG

 4-door Coupe

W O R L D  L U X U R Y  C A R

Audi A7

Audi Q8

BMW 8 Series

Mercedes-Benz CLS

Volkswagen Touareg

W O R L D  U R B A N  C A R

Audi A1

Hyundai AH2 / Santro

Kia Soul 

SEAT Arona 

Suzuki Jimny

W O R L D  G R E E N  C A R 

Audi e-tron

Honda Clarity Plug-In Hybrid

Hyundai Nexo 

Jaguar I-Pace

Kia Niro EV

W O R L D  C A R  D E S I G N  O F 

T H E  Y E A R

Citroën C5 Aircross

Jaguar E-Pace

Jaguar I-Pace

Suzuki Jimny

Volvo XC40

2 0 1 9  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S  F I N A L I S T S
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AUTO SHOW SUCCESS STORIES: 
WORLD CAR IN SIN CITY

B Y  T I M  S T E V E N S ,  D I R E C T O R ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

Though it has run at different times and different locations 

over the past 52 years, lately the Consumer Electronics 

Show has made Las Vegas the first destination in the new 

year for technology journalists. 

And, since tech has invaded all other aspects of our 

lives, CES is now a must-cover event for the global media 

in general. With the greater technology infusion in the 

automotive industry, more and more auto journalists are 

making the trip to the desert every January, too.

I don’t know who was the first auto manufacturer with a 

presence at CES, but Ford certainly helped lead the charge 

of making major news there, teleconferencing in Bill Gates 

in 2008 to announce Sync, and then using the venue for 

the global unveiling of the Focus Electric three years later. 

In 2019, the trend of tech-forward vehicle debuts continued, 

with Nissan showing off the 2019 Leaf Plus.

Just around the corner from that new EV, surrounded by 

other exciting debuts like the Byton K-Byte, the World Car 

Awards kicked off its 2019 with a panel hosted by yours 

truly at the ZF booth. 

Entitled “The intersection of consumer and automotive 

technology,” the panel focused on areas and opportunities 

where consumer innovations are finding new life in 

automotive applications, plus places where automotive 

technologies are influencing other aspects of consumer 

technology. 

Joining me on the panel were: Jack Weast, Intel Chief 

Architect of Autonomous Driving Solutions; Robert Day, 

Arm Director of Automotive Solutions and Platforms; and 

Danny Shapiro, NVIDIA Senior Director of Automotive. All 

three represented companies with some sort of silicon in 

millions of devices around the world, and all three of their 

respective companies have made massive investments on 

the automotive space of late. 

Jack Weast had some particularly interesting news to 

discuss on the panel, Intel having announced a partnership 

with Warner Bros. just the day before, focusing on the 

creation of a new suite of in-car entertainment. The idea 

was to create a next-generation, immersive experience in 

a future autonomous vehicle – likely built atop Mobileye 

technology (Intel’s 2017, $15 billion acquisition) – using 

consumer tech like tablets and augmented reality.

Jack Weast, Robert Day, and Danny Shapiro joined Tim Stevens on the WCA panel
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Through the discussion was not lacking in identifying 

areas where consumer technology has influenced the 

automotive, the panel struggled to come up with many 

examples where the auto industry has caused changes on 

the consumer tech front. Consistently, cars seem to pull in 

the best of what consumer tech has to offer, and not the 

other way around.

That said, there are still places where improvement is 

needed. All three of the panelists noted software updates 

being a major area where the auto industry needs to 

improve, both in terms of the availability and the security 

of pushing wireless updates directly to vehicles. This 

sort of automatic patching and improving of systems is 

something that everyone has come to expect from their 

mobile devices. So why not their cars? 

But one of the biggest examples of technology cross-

pollination coming out of CES 2019 is vehicle-to-everything 

communications, or V2X. Qualcomm announced that many 

partners, including Ford and Audi, will begin bundling its 

cellular-based V2X systems (C-V2X) in their new cars in 

the coming years. 

This would mean a future where cars are exchanging 

information about position, speed, and even road conditions 

between themselves and to municipalities, all using 

wireless networks designed for consumer smartphones 

and other mobile devices. 

It was a great conversation followed by a lively question 

and answer session, and our thanks go out to the three 

participants and to ZF for providing the venue. 

From the NVIDIA side, that company’s automotive focus 

these days is on its Xavier System on a Chip (SoC). This all-

in-one solution is designed to handle the complex routines 

necessary for aggregating endless amounts of sensor data 

while running the autonomous driving routines themselves. 

An SoC like this much provide a massive amount of 

processing power – but must also be efficient to maximize 

the range of EVs. NVIDIA’s expertise on the digital graphics 

and mobile processor fronts translates directly here.

And then there’s Arm, a company with architectures used 

in some significant percentage of all electronic devices on 

the show floor and, indeed, the global stage. Robert Day 

showed off a simple, tiny device that was little more than 

a basic accelerometer. He then spoke of how one startup 

has figured out how to diagnose engine issues by reading 

the vibrations detected by this simple sensor. Genius, and 

a direct link to the technology used in every modern fitness 

tracker. 

The launch of Nissan’s LEAF e+ was one of the tech-forward vehicle highlights
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AUTO SHOW SUCCESS STORIES:
INDIA’S ONLY MOTOR SHOW

 TAKES CONFIDENT STRIDES
B Y  S I D D H A R T H  V I N A Y A K  P A T A N K A R  ,  D I R E C T O R ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

India is now an over 4 million units annual car market, 

and in 2017 it went past Germany to claim the number 4 

position in the list of the world’s largest car markets. By 

2020 that is expected to increase to 5.5 million units – 

which will see it overtake Japan to become the third largest 

market behind only China and the United States. 

That kind of interest, and growth is why India remains a 

hot region for carmakers. But it is also the relatively low 

penetration of cars in the country, and therefore the 

promised potential of much larger volumes still, that 

keeps many interested and invested in India – despite the 

challenges. 

And that is the primary reason why India’s sole motor show 

– the biennial Delhi Auto Expo is an important fixture on 

their calendar – as indeed India’s millions of car enthusiasts 

and buyers. 

Unlike most motor shows though, the Delhi show includes 

two wheeler brands, as well as a few commercial vehicle 

exhibitions too. 

The show is held every two years as I mentioned and the 

last edition was a year ago, in February 2018. The Auto Expo 

has only grown with each edition – even at a time when 

many believed it would decline. And that is because India 

continues to see an influx of global automotive brands.

Every major automobile manufacturing conglomerate 

or group has a presence here in some form or the other 

(barring France’s PSA that has had 2 aborted attempts in 

India since the 1990s and has now once again invested in but 

has not as yet begun manufacturing or sales operations). 

And in many cases, after the initial entry of only one brand 

from within any particular group to India, their sister 

brands have also begun to arrive. 

Skoda was followed a decade later by parent Volkswagen 

for instance. And the past 2 or 3 years have seen the arrival 

of everyone from Datsun to Lexus. 

This year India will once again see new car brands make 

their market debut in the form of SAIC’s MG and Kia Motors. 

The Auto Expo has always provided that platform to both 

existing players and new entrants – as indeed the home-

grown brands like Mahindra or Tata Motors, to showcase 

their latest. 

Stronger showings from the Indian carmakers and there’s an increasing number of global 
premieres now at the Delhi show
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65,000 sq. metres of exhibition space was used by 119 

exhibitors. 53 of them were vehicle manufacturers, and 

the event was covered by almost 1900 local and global 

accredited/registered journalists. 

If that wasn’t all, there were 18 concept cars/bikes shown, 

81 national or global debuts, and even brands which were 

over a year away from launching – like Kia – had big 

displays. 

There is already a lot of interest and planning under way 

for the 2020 edition of the Auto Expo. 

While some brands like Volvo, VW/Audi/Skoda, did stay 

away from the 2018 event,  all the aforementioned numbers 

beat the 2016 edition. 

And the same is expected to happen in February 2020 

when the next Auto Expo will be held. 

In fact there is a huge expectation that after a fairly robust 

EV presence last year, the 2020 show will be almost 

EV themed, with plenty of manufacturers planning the 

introduction of electric vehicles to India. 

So I cannot wait to see the show next year – as the Auto 

Expo always provides a good showcase of not only what 

is to come – but also stands as testimony to this vibrant 

market. 

So for anyone who thinks interest in the Expo is dipping – 

the teeming crowds will tell you otherwise.

But the reason why it takes on a different hue in India, is 

because this is a very peculiar market in one aspect. 

One player – Maruti Suzuki – a wholly owned subsidiary of 

Japan’s Suzuki Motor Corp, controls over 51% of the car 

market here. Hyundai has the second spot with 17% share. 

This means that all other brands are fighting for a piece 

of the rest – or attempting to take on the mighty market 

leader. 

Once again – the Auto Expo therefore becomes crucial for 

their strategy to announce new products or campaigns to 

the Indian buyer. 

It has therefore not been surprising to see the growth of 

the Expo itself too as a result. Consider these stats: the 

2018 edition of the Delhi Auto Expo saw 605,000 visitors, 

Auto Expo is crucial for brands to announce new products or campaigns to Indian buyers
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AUTO SHOW SUCCESS STORIES: 
CANADIAN AUTO SHOW FINDS 

THE RIGHT FORMULA
B Y  G E R R Y  M A L L O Y ,  D I R E C T O R  A N D  P R E S I D E N T ,  W C A  A S S O C I A T I O N

While there has been much navel-gazing about the 

declining importance of auto shows, both within and 

without the industry, some shows have simply gotten on 

with the business of what they’re intended to do, which is 

attract potential car buyers. As a result, they are thriving.

One of those is the Canadian International Auto Show 

(CIAS), in Toronto, the 2019 edition of which is in progress 

as this is written. With record crowds on its opening 

weekend, it is on pace to set a fourth consecutive public 

attendance record, topping the total of 358,842 people 

who passed through the turnstiles at the Metro Toronto 

Convention Centre in 2018.

If ever there was a show with a challenging task, its in 

Toronto. It takes place in the absolute depth of the Canadian 

winter, typically encountering at least one blizzard within 

its duration. It’s held in the heart of the city, where parking 

is hugely limited and absurdly expensive. 

And it follows closely on the heels of the Detroit, Montreal 

and Chicago shows, which means there are few if any new 

products left to make even regional debuts.

So how does it succeed? By focusing on its primary role 

of getting cars in front of potential buyers and vice versa. 

By doing just that, it provides OEMs with what they’re 

looking for and makes their presence and participation 

an absolute must.“People who are in the market for a new 

car have no better place than the AutoShow to compare 

brands and models,” says the show’s general manager, 

Jason Campbell. 

While assisting with the ultimate goal of moving metal may 

be at its core, however, a big part of the CIAS’s success 

has come from recognizing that it is much more than just a 

big car lot. It is entertainment on a grand scale! 

Even if people are in the market for a new vehicle, it’s a lot 

easier to get them to peruse the hardware at a show if they 

have other reasons for being there as well. 

Especially for a family! Which is why the CIAS bills itself as 

“The Total Automotive Experience” – a tag line resurrected 

from the past because it truly does define the show. 

Beyond just new cars, there is something there to appeal 

to every automotive interest and taste. Of course, there’s 

plenty of focus on such topical subjects as vehicle 

electrification and autonomy, with concept cars to promote 

them. But there’s much more. 

The “outrageous” Devel Sixteen on display at AutoExotica
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Displayed in an art gallery-like setting, this unique array 

includes the one-off prototype for the Duesenberg Model 

J, GM’s first-ever concept car, the Buick Y-Job, a Pebble-

Beach winning Delage and what is arguably the most 

spectacular Cadillac ever – a custom-built 1937 Cabriolet 

with art deco bodywork by the Swiss coach-builder, 

Carrosserie Hartnett.

For those with different tastes, there’s plenty more to excite, 

including muscle-cars from the Barrett-Jackson auction 

house and L.A. Car Culture – a showcase of celebrity cars, 

lowriders, hot rods and custom creations from the world-

renowned Peterson Automotive Museun. There’s even a 

display of historic Canadian military vehicles.

There’s also a Custom Car Battlegrounds for modern 

muscle car, hot rod and lowrider enthusiasts and an esports 

digital racing game with $20,000 in cash and prizes, as 

well as plenty of things for kids to see and do. They include 

a full-size LEGO Technic Bugatti Chiron, a supervised play 

area with free day-care, and activities from learning how to 

draw to experiencing Virtual Reality.

Unlike some shows that rely primarily on media-day 

product launches to generate publicity, there is something 

different and newsworthy happening every day at the show, 

providing plenty of media fodder to keep it in the forefront. 

Even before the show opened, for example, the (primarily 

Canadian-owned) Racing Point F1 team launched its 2019 

race car there.

It truly is the Total Automotive Experience. And it works!

A key feature for several years has been AutoExotica – a 

discrete display featuring a cross-section of 30 exotic 

cars, both current and historic. Toronto, as it turns out, 

is one of the best markets in the world for such cars – it’s 

home to the McLaren Automotive’ s Global Retailer of the 

Year for 2017, for example.

There’s always something truly special in that exhibit, this 

year including a McLaren Senna and the outrageous Dubai-

built, Devel Sixteen, powered by a monstrous V-16 engine 

claimed to produce more than 5,000 horsepower. It is the 

first time that car has been seen at any auto show outside 

of Dubai.

Several even more-valuable vehicles are showcased the 

Art and the Automobile exhibit, now in its fifth year, which 

is one of the most popular elements of the show. Called 

ICONS, and curated by Canada’s own Cobble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance, it features 15 iconic classic cars 

ranging from a Model T Ford to a Ferrari 250 LM. 

Racing Point F1 launched its 2019 race car at the show
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EXTREME CONDITIONS 
IN FINLAND

B Y  T O N I  J A L O V A A R A ,  J U R Y  M E M B E R ,  P I C T U R E S  B Y  M A R K U S  P E N T I K Ä I N E N / T E K N I I K A N  M A A I L M A

Here are some topics from Finnish newspapers. Already 

in the October: “Slippery roads caused yesterday tens of 

accidents.” 

During the winter you can read: “Be aware, next night 

comes a snow storm, at least 25 centimetres of snow (10 

inch) expected.” Or my favourite: “Temperature will fall 

below minus 30 degrees (celsius, which is - 22 fahrenheit).”

For most of the world that would sound quite extreme, but 

for us Finns they are everyday life. It’s amazing, how the 

first frozen nights always come as a surprise in October. 

Body repairshops are of course grateful.  What comes 

to that warning of snow, they hope that people would 

leave cars at home, but nobody does it. Snow or cold, life 

continues as normal. 

When mercury went down to -50 during the winter 1985, 

journalists from all over world came to see how we survive. 

Nothing special, children went to school and parents to 

work. Most of them with their cars. 

Temperatures below zero, ice and snow are present almost 

half a year even in Southern Finland. That is the reason I’m 

evaluating World Car Awards candidates in a little different 

way than most of the jury. 

To really compare cars with each other in the same 

circumstances I’ll attend to Tekniikan Maailmas Wintertest. 

This year they had 15 new models which there presented 

during 2018 and first time besides that also six electric 

cars. 

Out of those 21 cars two thirds were candidates for World 

Car Awards in different categories. I can proudly tell that 

TM Wintertest is biggest and best in the world. 

The history starts from year 1980 and it has developed a 

lot since that. Test is created by engineers so in many ways 

it is almost in a scientific level. 
Driving on a snowy road is more pleasant if a car has precise steering and 
comfortable suspension

Temperatures below zero, ice and snow are present in Finland for almost half a year
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First time they made during the test more than 4 000 

measurements of 20 cars. This year just evaluating brakes 

needed almost thousand tests. 

Wintertest gives an opportunity to drive candidates one 

after another on the snow and ice tracks. Heaters are 

tested carefully and the same goes to electric heaters. 

Lights are extremely important in Finland while in Lapland 

there is no daylight in the middle of winter and in Southern 

Finland day is only couple of hours long. List goes on to 

traction and brakes, not to forget most important, driving 

on the road. 

Tekniikan Maailma is very open about what it is doing, so 

biannually it invites importers and people of manufacturers 

to come and see the Wintertest. One of the visitors this 

year was Kotaro Yamamoto, who has been working 27 

years with Honda. 

He was very impressed with all he saw during his visit. One 

of the things he really appreciated, was that all the cars are 

equipped with same Finnish winter tyres. 

Sometimes manufacturers learn things from the test and 

change their future products. Two years ago Kia’s product 

manager Alper Celik attended Wintertest. 

In Europe cars must have day driving lights, but rear 

lights don’t have to be on. After driving cars on the road in 

Lapland, Celik went back to work and changed  their policy. 

Now in every Kia sold in Europe rear lights are on with day 

driving lights. 

The most legendary comment during TM Wintertest comes 

from the year 1986. Italian engineer from Alfa Romeo visited 

the test and guests drove a heater test with their own cars. 

Alfa Romeo 33 was by far the worst. But Italian thought out 

of box: “Our car is the best. The difference between the 

temperature in the car and outside is the smallest.”

Lane change test, also called as moose test, tells very much about car’s behaviour

Electric cars are great, but in Finnish winter their range can drop to less than half

It does matter during the winter how electric heaters are working, or does a car even 
have them
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TONI’S TOP TEN EXTREME WINTER DRIVING TIPS

1. Acquire the needed equipment for the winter 

driving well ahead the first snow. Some might be sold our 

after the season begins. If you don’t have these, you don’t 

manage points 2.-10. And don’t forget to change tyres 

before the first icy night surprises everyone. Yes, in Finland 

almost everybody has two sets of tyres with rims. 

2. Clean the car. That means more than opening a 

peeking gap in the windshield. Clean all the glasses, take 

the snow away from hood and all grilles, especially the one 

under windshield. If you do all that, ventilation gets in air, 

not snow. In the latter case interior becomes humid and 

glasses get foggy. 

3. Before stepping inside your car, clean your clothes. 

After that sit down and before taking legs in, try to clean 

shoes leaving snow and ice outside. The reason you can 

read from point 2. 

4. If you can handle the cold during the first minutes, 

take thick winter jacket away. There are two good reasons 

for that. First it’s easier to drive and second it’s safer. 

5. Don’t even think to drive with Moon boots, ski 

boots or similar. You don’t have any feeling of pedals and 

handling a car is even more serious thing in Winter than 

in Summer. Same goes with gloves. Immediately then it’s 

possible (interior gets at least a little bit warm), take your 

gloves off. 

6. Too slippery, and you can’t get car going. Very 

familiar thing as an owner of rear wheel drive car with (too) 

old winter tyres. Have a small bag of gravel and a spade in 

your trunk. Throw some gravel in front of wheels and here 

we go again. 

7. The other handy thing if you can’t take off is to 

learn how you swing car back and forth. I presume this 

needs little more explanation. You drive few centimetres 

forward, reverse, again forward and so on. You get in a 

deep snow little more movement, more speed and finally 

(if you’re lucky) you are not stuck anymore. 

8. Driving in a deep snow resembles a lot of driving on 

dunes or in a deep sand. You have to move gently, but keep 

on moving all the time and you should never stop uphill. 

9. Driving on icy roads needs super concentration. 

You use pedals (all two or three of them) like having an egg 

between them and your foot. Means gently and softly. The 

same applies to steering, just small movements and try to 

drive curves exaggerating round. 

10. Keep warm clothes or a blanket or presumably both 

in your car for the case of driving off the road or technical 

failure. That helps you to keep warm while waiting for help. 

In the winter that might take longer than expected. 

11. Extra advice. Winter driving needs more 

concentration. It means that you get tired much sooner 

than in Summer time. Before a long winter drive, sleep 

enough. And during the drive don’t be shy to keep pauses. 
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