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Greetings jurors, partners and OEMs. 

This will be our last newsletter before the Road to the 

World Car 2019 concludes its annual journey with the 

announcement of this year’s World Car Awards winners 

during the grande finale awards ceremony that opens the 

New York International Auto Show on Wednesday, April 

17th. And what a ride it has been!

That event - which marks the 15th anniversary for the 

World Car Awards - will be the culmination of a trek that 

began last May with a stop at the London Motor Show, 

where we celebrated last year’s World Car of the Year, the 

Volvo XC60, and got a look at some potential challengers 

for 2019. 

We launched this year’s program officially in Paris on 

October 2nd, where we revealed a preliminary list of this 

year’s contenders, and paid tribute to the Audi A8’s 2018 

Luxury Car victory at Audi’s motor show stand. 

In October, 48 of our 86 journalists took part in our annual 

WORLD CAR FINALS:
The Countdown Continues
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L.A. Test Drives, hosted by ZF, where we drove 38 of the 

vehicles eligible for awards in various categories - new 

records on both counts. 

In January, we made a brief stop at CES in Las Vegas, where 

WCA Steering Committee Director, Tim Stevens, hosted 

a panel discussion on The Intersection of Consumer and 

Automotive Technology, at the ZF booth.

Then, in February, the Countdown to World Car 2019 

began, when we revealed the top-ten World Car finalists 

and the top-five finalists in other classes, based on the first 

round of voting by our jurors, from 24 countries around the 

world. That left the jurors just a few weeks to re-evaluate 

those finalists and complete a final round of voting.

The excitement intensified in March, when we announced 

the “Top Three in the World” finalists in each of our six 

categories at the Brembo stand in the Geneva Motor Show.

At that show, we also announced that our jurors had 

selected the late Sergio Marchionne as the second annual 

World Car Person of the Year recipient. FCA CEO Michael 

Manley graciously accepted the award on his behalf in a 

private ceremony.

So that brings us to now and the World Car Finals, with just 

three contenders left in each category, including World Car 

of the Year. The Audi e-Tron, Jaguar I-PACE and Volvo S60 

are the final three remaining in the running for that overall 

title, adding emphasis to the world-wide trends toward 

electrified and utility vehicles.

Those trends are reinforced in the World Green Car 

category, where the finalists are the Audi e-tron, Hyundai 

Nexo and Jaguar I-PACE. The World Luxury Car award will 

go to one of the Audi A7, Audi Q8 or BMW 8 Series, while 

the World Performance Car race comes down to the Aston 

Martin Vantage, McLaren 720S, and Mercedes-AMG GT 

4-door Coupe.

Finalists in the increasingly important World Car Urban 

category are the Hyundai AH2, the Kia Soul and the 

Suzuki Jimny. And the World Car Design of the Year, for 

which all eligible vehicles in every category were initially 

in contention, comes down to the Jaguar I-PACE, Suzuki 

Jimny and Volvo XC40.

The global nature of both the auto industry and the World 

Car Awards is reflected in those lists of finalists. Germany 

and Britain lead the field in terms of numbers of cars 

chosen, with Sweden and Korea taking a strong secondary 

position and Suzuki the lone remaining representative 

from Japan.

Which ones will be victorious? Join us at New York City’s 

Javits Center bright and early on April 17 to find out. The 

World Car Awards will be the first thing on the media 

schedule for the New York International Auto Show. 

You’ll be able to check out our new World Car Awards 

trophies, which we’ve updated along with our logo to mark 

our 15th anniversary milestone.

See you in New York.
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WCA AND HYUNDAI-KIA 
MAKE HISTORY IN KOREA

M I K E  R U T H E R F O R D ,  W C A  P R O G R A M  J U R O R ,  D I R E C T O R  &  C O - C H A I R M A N  R E P O R T S  F R O M  S E O U L

Dozens of World Car Awards jurors were summoned to 

Seoul, South Korea in late March to experience some of 

the busiest, most informative, productive and fascinating 

days of their working year. 

Hours after flying in from Europe, North America, 

neighbouring Asian countries and other corners of the 

globe, they were driving on city streets, mountain roads 

and top-secret test tracks where few outsiders are 

permitted. Then, immediately afterwards, came the highly 

unusual opportunity for us to discuss with the R&D and 

design chiefs at Hyundai-Kia the pros and cons of those 

current and future generation models we’d just driven.  

The icing on the cake is that we also made history by 

being the first large, official group of WCA jurors to visit a 

preeminent vehicle manufacturing organisation in one of 

the world’s leading car-producing nations, South Korea - 

otherwise known as The Land of Morning Calm.

But it wasn’t merely a cosy and relaxed ‘educational’ tour 

of the company’s corporate HQ that we experienced. In 

fact, we didn’t go near the company’s global head office 

because we were so busy driving on the road or on track, 

dropping in on design studios, or being welcomed at 

research centres. 

But still I know (because I’ve been there several times in the 

past) that the company’s HQ comprises twin skyscrapers 

- with the Hyundai tower being symbolically taller (only 

marginally) than the neighbouring Kia building - thereby 

reflecting  the fact that the latter is the little adopted 

brother of the former. 

Not that Kia played a subservient ‘No. 2’ role to Hyundai 

during our packed five day visit. Far from it. Kia is for sure 

the smaller of the two brands, but from what we jurors 

saw, heard and drove around the Seoul metropolitan area 

(population 26 million - honest!), it’s also the hungriest, 

keenest to please and - arguably - the more exciting and 

ambitious of the two marques. What’s more, the Kia Soul 

EV that’s almost certainly a strong contender for one or 

more categories in WCA’s 2020 competition seemed to 

impress many visiting jurors more than the striking but less 

than perfect Sonata, one of Hyundai’s likely contenders for 

next year. 

As you’ll see from the photo above, the Sonata is elegantly 

handsome, with exterior architecture that is distinctive, 

superbly executed and more attractive than many designs 

from so-called premium manufacturers whose cars cost 

considerably more in the showrooms. But the Korean-

specification Sonatas we drove had interiors and 2.0 litre 

naturally aspirated engines that disappointed several 

The “elegantly handsome” Hyundai Sonata and the impressive Kia Soul EV
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Dr Sae-Hoon Kim, a Hyundai-Kia Vice-President, perfectly 

proved that point when he delivered a fascinating lecture 

on why hydrogen cars are the way forward. His entertaining 

performance was delivered to us the Mabuk R&D center 

where he is Head of the Fuel Cell Division. Albert Biermann, 

the former BMW guru, now Hyundai-Kia’s world-renowned 

R&D chief, also graced us with his presence in Korea. And 

the same went for Luc Donckerwolke (ex Audi, Lamborghini, 

Bentley). More about him and his ‘one new design per 

week’ mission in a future edition of The Road Ahead.

This first ever World Car Awards visit to Korea was very 

much dependent on local companies such as Kia Motors 

America and Kia UK generously supporting the Kia Korea-

hosted event financially and logistically. There are no 

guarantees of course, but in the years ahead similar events 

could follow - in Korea, possibly, but also at other leading 

car companies based in other major vehicle-producing 

nations, perhaps. Before then, the Hyundai Nexo could win 

the World Green Car Award at our New York Auto Show 

prize-giving ceremony on April 17 when the Kia Soul (non 

EV version) will battle it out with the Hyundai AH2/Santo 

for the World Urban Car gong. 

Hyundai and Kia may be Seoul brothers - but each marque 

is determined to be the first in the family to secure a WCA 

trophy, whether that’s in NYC later this months or at World 

Car ceremonies in the year ahead. 

Certainly, Hyundai-Kia has finally arrived proper on the 

global automotive stage - and that, understandably, 

leaves several European, Asian and American firms feeling 

extremely nervous and exposed. They may have under-

estimated The Land of Morning Calm at their peril.

jurors - although the hope is that these teething troubles 

will be overcome by the time individual countries place 

their orders with the factory for engines/specs/suspension 

set-ups that better suit them, their local highways and 

customers. 

I for one would prefer to cast my vote for Sonata in 2020 

after I’ve had an opportunity to test drive at least one other 

non Korean-spec version with a different engine. World 

Car’s usual test drive programme in Pasadena that runs 

alongside the LA Auto Show will be an ideal opportunity 

to do that. This will also be the perfect time and place for 

jurors who weren’t in Seoul to climb behind the wheel of 

Sonata, Soul EV and other as-yet-unknown contender cars. 

Hyundai-Kia politely confiscated our cameras and phones 

before bravely opening up the doors to us at its high security 

Namyang R&D centre and test track. It says something for 

the respect that the company has for our jurors that we 

were given this exclusive insight into the sort of cars the 

company will be putting into full scale production, on sale, 

and expecting us to judge throughout the 2020s.    

True, several of the future products we were permitted to 

see and drive were free of badges or confirmed showroom 

identities - and heavily camouflaged, of course. But this 

WCA meets Hyundai-Kia exercise was as much about 

building trust and long-term relationships as anything else. 

So the mystery and intrigue in evidence at the test track 

was a tantalising and often mind-boggling part of the trip, 

alongside the more straightforward driving exercises on 

public roads in the Soul EV and Sonata. 

But it’s clear from our camera-free visit to Namyang that 

Hyundai-Kia’s extraordinary growth in credibility, quality, 

and global appeal is surely set to continue - and widen - as 

it has countless all-new models for imminent launch. And 

because it’s already firmly established itself as a leading 

designer, builder and seller of petrol, diesel, electric, 

petrol-electric and hydrogen cars, it is better equipped 

than most of its rivals to cater for the changing demands of 

consumers and car-punishing politicians across the globe. 

In a sense it doesn’t seem to matter much to Hyundai-Kia, 

or sister firm Genesis, what those demands are because 

it has the technical know-how and flexibility to ramp up 

or wind down production according to the technology 

markets around the world say they require.

The Kia Soul EV: A strong contender for one or more categories in the 2020 competition
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NYIAS 2019: 
IT’S ALMOST TIME

B Y  T I M  S T E V E N S ,  D I R E C T O R ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

The 2019 New York International Auto Show is nearly upon 

us, and with that another installment of The Big Show. 

We’ll shortly be tearing open the envelopes and handing 

out the metal up on the stage, flanked by some of the best 

cars of the world, but of course that’s just a portion of the 

show -- and of our presence at it.

As part of the 2019 WCOTY presentation, we’ll again 

be distributing the fruits of our partnership with Prime 

Research, the annual Global Trends Report. 

Like last year and for several years previous, each of you 

was polled to gauge your thoughts on the importance of 

various industry trends, everything from advanced driver 

assist systems to fuel cell proliferation and even which of 

the many automotive startups will actually make it. Every year it’s interesting to see what you (in aggregation) 

think is gaining in importance, and often even more 

interesting to see what’s been flagging. Last year, for 

example, battery-electric vehicles were rated as being 

highly promising, whereas just five years before their 

potential sat down between “mixed” and “poor”. 

Diesel vehicles, no surprise, have been following an 

opposite trajectory. I don’t expect much to change on the 

diesel front, but with the impending release of so many 

strong EVs, surely the future of the battery-electric vehicle 

is looking even more promising. 

The Prime Research Global Trends Report also tracks the 

relative importance of various brands, and in recent years 

Tesla has had a huge surge. No surprise there, but this 

year may be the time when that begins to change. 

Tesla has seen a huge surge in recent years, but with the impending release of so many 
strong EVs, it could come under some pressure this year

It’s almost time for the big reveal; The winners of all six awards will be revealed at the 
2019 New York International Auto Show this month
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look at the company’s new design language, with a slightly 

more organic nose and new shape to the C-pillar unlike 

what we’ve seen before from the brand. 

While Cadillac may be looking to buck the industry 

SUV trend, Mercedes-Benz is sticking very much with 

it, promising a retooled GLC Coupe at the NY Show. 

Some slight visual tweaks will differentiate this from its 

predecessors on the outside, but the real changes come on 

the inside, where the new (and generally excellent) MBUX 

infotainment system will be present. With its responsive 

nature and excellent voice controls, MBUX is among the 

best in the industry today.

That’s all that we know of coming so far, and while there will 

surely be more to come, it remains to be seen whether any 

debut this year can match the excitement that surrounded 

last year’s unveiling of the new Toyota RAV4. Regardless, 

it’s set to be a great show and a great event, and I look 

forward to seeing many of you there.

   

With the recent uncertainty around the company’s pricing 

and even sales strategy, and stiffer competition than 

ever entering the market from the likes of Audi, Porsche 

and Mercedes-Benz, Tesla’s position is getting harder 

than ever. And, with the Model Y still 18 months away, it 

remains to be seen how well the company can weather the 

upcoming storm. 

Last year, upstart BYD also made a big leap. With their 

strong presence at CES and even at Pebble Beach last year, 

I wouldn’t be surprised if BYD moves even further forward. 

That company is not only showing off impressive 

technology, but impressive financial backing, and is 

supporting that with a spate of great hires. 2019 should be 

a big year for that company. 

Of course, the real news will come from the show itself, 

and while it’s a bit early as I write this, we already have 

a good indication that it’s shaping up to be a reasonably 

newsworthy event. New York isn’t the biggest of the 

US shows, that one’s debatable at the moment, nor is it 

the most well-attended, as that honor typically falls to 

Chicago. New York is, however, definitely among the most 

important. The spring timing makes it a great opportunity 

for the US debut of new cars, and of course it draws in 

potential customers from all around the northeast. 

This year will be the 50th anniversary of the Nissan Z cars, 

so expect some fun surrounding that. Cadillac has already 

given us a glimpse of the new CT5, which will be seen in 

the sheetmetal for the first time in New York. Interest in 

sedans is waning, of course, so whether Cadillac can renew 

those fires remains to be seen. This car will give us our first 
Mercedes-Benz is sticking with the industry SUV trend with the launch of the retooled 
GLC Coupe; one of the major reveals expected at the New York show
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A CONVERSATION WITH MARTIN 
HIRZEL – CEO AUTONEUM

B Y  J E N S  M E I N E R S ,  P A R T N E R S H I P  D I R E C T O R ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

What does Autoneum stand for - and in which ways are you 

leading the industry? 

We are the global market and technology leader in acoustic 

and thermal management for vehicles. 

Our expertise lies in the development and manufacture of 

innovative, multifunctional components such as carpets, 

underbody systems and engine encapsulations which 

contribute significantly to lighter, quieter and more fuel-

efficient vehicles while increasing driving comfort.

How do your products contribute to increasing driving 

comfort? 

Vehicles will be used much more intensively in the future, 

which requires durable, high-quality components that 

support a comfortable driving experience with optimum 

acoustics and pleasant temperature in the passenger 

cabin. Autoneum already today offers a broad portfolio of 

multifunctional products that meets these requirements of 

modern mobility. 

For example, our lightweight carpet systems, inner dashes 

and floor insulators play an important role, as they not only 

shield the passenger cabin from external noise sources, 

but also have a decisive influence on quality perception 

due to their outstanding resistance and cleanability.

How can Autoneum’s products lower cost? 

Let me give you an example: Due to increasingly tightening 

CO2 regulations, global automobile manufacturers are 

required to lower the weight of vehicles in order to reduce 

fuel consumption and correspondingly CO2 emissions. 

Considering that significant penalties are imposed when 

CO2 targets are not met, weight savings are rewarded. 

Autoneum has been committed to sustainable mobility 

for years with its lightweight, noise- and heat-reducing 

components and continues to support its customers in 

the development and production of quieter and lighter 

vehicles.

Martin Hirzel – CEO Autoneum
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LEADING WITH DESIGN: 
THE WORLD CAR DESIGN PANEL 

IS THE BEST OF THE BEST
B Y  S I D D H A R T H  V I N A Y A K  P A T A N K A R  ,  D I R E C T O R ,  W O R L D  C A R  A W A R D S

“Great design is a gateway to customer desirability”, says 

Gerry McGovern, Chief Design Officer at Land Rover. It is 

with particular intent that this piece begins with his quote 

– as Land Rover is the current title holder of the World Car 

Design of the Year – having won it in 2018 for the Range 

Rover Velar. 

As we get ready to anoint a new winner at the 2019 World 

Car Awards in New York this month, the Jaguar I-Pace will 

try and make it a fourth time if it wins the design trophy 

(the Jaguar F-Pace had won in 2017). It is joined by the 

Suzuki Jimny and the Volvo XC40 in the Top Three in the 

World shortlist after the second round of voting. 

For the uninitiated, design is possibly the hardest fought 

amongst all the World Car Awards categories, as all the 

year’s nominees are eligible for it. Yes all – meaning any car 

nominated for any of the other categories – Performance, 

Luxury, Green, Urban and of course the World Car of the 

Year – is automatically in the running for design too. 

Given that wide a field to choose from, our tradition at 

World Car demands a first cut as it were, where an eminent 

Design Panel whittles down the hundreds to the chosen five. 

As buyer trends across the world have indicated, design 

and styling are now key considerations when purchasing a 

new vehicle. 

And so designers across the globe (and across brands) 

have been really giving us some stellar work, resulting in 

some stunning cars over the past few years. This year was 

no different. 

Also no different for us at World Car is ensuring the 

panel comprises the very best – not just designers but 

experts too. Our panel represents design knowledge, skill, 

experience and most importantly perspective. 

They look at not just exterior or interior attractiveness, but 

also feasibility, use of materials, durability, cross-cultural 

appeal, and help identify if a design is simply trendy or 

path-breaking, classical or timeless. 

So let us meet the panel, shall we? In alphabetical order 

then, as all things happen at World Car! 

Anne Asensio has been Vice-President, Design at Dassault 

Systèmes since 2007. While her primary objective is to 

guide the company’s design strategy, she is as much 

responsible for giving shape to the company’s brand 

identity. Anne is an auto industry veteran though. 

“Great design is a gateway to customer desirability” - Chief Design Officer at Land Rover, 
Gerry McGovern (winner of the 2018 World Car Design of the Year Award for the Velar)
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Sam Livingstone is the Director of Car Design Research, 

a consultancy that has handled projects for everyone 

from Audi, Volvo, Volkswagen Group, BMW, and McLaren 

to Toyota, Hyundai, Renault, Ford, Honda, and even 

Pininfarina. With such an exhaustive client list, he still 

works very closely with their design directors, and therefore 

has his finger on the pulse of modern design. Sam is also 

a visiting professor at the Royal College of Art in London. 

Shiro Nakamura heads the eponymous company he 

founded after years of working in the auto sector. His began 

with Isuzu in 1974, and after further studies took him to the 

United States he became a part of General Motors. Isuzu 

was then a GM Group brand, and it was Shiro who created 

Isuzu Europe’s Design studio. 

He then moved to Nissan to help the company change 

its design language as the world stepped into the new 

millennium. From the likes of the 350Z, Cube and the 

iconic GT-R, Shiro’s vision also helped shape Nissan’s 

early crossovers like the Murano, Qashqai, and Juke. 

And last but certainly not the least, we have Tom Matano. 

With a three decade career and prominent design positions 

at GM, Holden, and BMW, it is his work at Mazda he is most 

recognised for. After working at Mazda’s North American 

design centre, Tom then worked at the company’s 

headquarters in Japan.

From a humble MPV to the popular MX 5 Miata, and even the 

racy RX 7, his many projects have been vastly celebrated. 

He now nurtures young talent in design at the Academy of 

Art University in San Francisco.

Prior to joining Dassault, she had key positions with 

General Motors and Renault. She serves on several design 

committees and is keenly involved with tracking and 

moulding the future of cutting-edge design.  

Gernot Bracht comes to us from the Pforzheim Design 

School where he is a permanent lecturer. He also teaches 

at the SDS (Sustainable Design School) in Nice. In the past, 

Gernot has also worked with Renault, but also spent some 

time at Opel. A freelancer since 2002, his work now spans 

several industries, but he possibly remains a bit partial to 

anything automotive! 

Gordon Murray has his roots in South Africa, but from a 

professional standpoint one can say his foundation comes 

from motorsport. Technical Director for the Brabham 

Formula One Team saw him and the team win two world 

championships in 1981 and 1983. Gordon was then 

Technical Director for McLaren Racing and oversaw three 

consecutive championship wins in 1988, 1989 and 1990. 

His work then took him to the road car side of things at 

McLaren Cars. Gordon left McLaren in 2005 to set up 

Gordon Murray Design – soon to be recognised as one of 

the finest in global automotive design. 

French by birth and trained in the UK, Patrick le Quément 

has a career that spans well over 4 decades today. One 

of the most influential and highly respected automotive 

designers in the world, his designs helped shape design 

directions for some of the world’s biggest brands – Ford, 

Volkswagen, Audi and Renault. He spent 22 years at 

the latter, retiring as a Member of the Board Directors. 

Since then he has led his own design consultancy, and 

spearheaded the founding of the SDS. 

Tom Matano with one of his most iconic designs: the Mazda MX-5 Miata

Anne Asensio at the launch of the Hummer H3T concept in Los Angeles in 2003
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