
 

AKIO TOYODA, PRESIDENT AND CEO, TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION 
 

2021 WORLD CAR PERSON OF THE YEAR 

 
 
TORONTO, Canada  – Thursday, April 8, 2021 – For Immediate Release 

Ninety-three distinguished international journalists on the World Car Awards jury panel have voted 
AKIO TOYODA, President and CEO, Toyota Motor Corporation, as the 2021 World Car PERSON of the 
Year. 

Akio Toyoda is the charismatic President and CEO of Toyota Motor Corporation, where he has spent 
years successfully remaking his company. In 2020, under his leadership, Toyota remained profitable, 
despite COVID-19, thus protecting jobs worldwide. He has maintained Toyota's pace of steady 
development for the Connected, Autonomous, Shared and Electric era, and he has initiated 
construction of the Woven City, an exciting real-life prototype city of the future. All while actively 
participating in motorsports himself, as a driver. 
 
Mr. Toyoda said, “On behalf of all 360,000 Toyota Team members around the world, thank you for this 
tremendous honor!  If you don’t mind, however, I would like to change this award from car “person” 
of the year, to car “people” of the year… because it’s the collective effort of all our global employees, 
retailers and suppliers that has truly made Toyota what it is today!  And I for one, couldn’t be a 
luckier… or a more grateful CEO. 
 
I would also like to thank and recognize the contributions of the entire automotive industry. 
 
At Toyota we are very fortunate that we were able to protect the employment of our team members 
during COVID and to continue our work to meet the future challenges of our industry.  As a company, 
we are dedicated to providing mobility for all… but we are equally committed to creating new ways to 
support the well-being of our planet and people everywhere. 
 
This has been a difficult period in the history of the world, but it has also reminded us that people are 
what matters most…  and if we at Toyota, can contribute some measure of happiness to their lives, it 
will be my never-ending goal to do just that. 
 
Thank you again for this award… and to my fellow car lovers, see you on the track!” 

There were five finalists for this prestigious award that was created in 2018 to acknowledge and 
celebrate an individual who has made a significant contribution to the global automotive industry 
during the period January 1 to December 31, 2020. That contribution could include a significant 
impact to their brand or company or a significant safety, engineering, design or technical 
advancement. 
 
In addition to the winner, the top five finalists were, in alphabetical order: 
 



 
 
PRATAP BOSE, Vice-President, Global Design, Tata Motors 
EUISUN CHUNG, Chairman, Hyundai Motor Group  
LUC DONCKERWOLKE, Chief Creative Officer, Hyundai Motor Group 
TOMIKO TAKEUCHI, Program Manager, MX-30, Mazda Motor Corporation 

Previous World Car Person of the Year recipients were Carlos Tavares, CEO of PSA Group (2020), the 
late Sergio Marchionne, CEO, FCA; Chairman, CNH Industrial; and Chairman and CEO, Ferrari (2019) 
and Håkan Samuelsson, President and CEO, Volvo Car Group (2018). 
  
The World Car Person of the Year award is just one of six awards handed out annually by the World 
Car Awards. The awards were inaugurated in 2003, and officially launched in January 2004, to reflect 
the reality of the global marketplace, as well as to recognize, reward and inspire excellence, leadership 
and innovation in a rapidly changing automotive industry.   
 
The World Car Awards program would not be possible without the support of our official partners :  
the New York International Auto Show, ZF, Cision Insights, Brembo, KPMG and Newspress – our 
official media partner.  Thank you to our partners. 

 

VIDEO:  https://youtu.be/jBEPQMvGugw 
PHOTOS:  www.worldcarawards.com > Press Releases 

 

THE ROAD TO THE 2021 WORLD CAR AWARDS 
Began August 26, 2020 

Will end with the winners’ announcement on April 20, 2021 
 

THE ROAD TO THE 2022 WORLD CAR AWARDS 
Will begin August 19, 2021  

At the New York International Auto Show #RoadtoNYC 
 

FOLLOW OUR 90+ INTERNATIONAL JURORS : 
World Car TV: YouTube.com/worldcartv 

Instagram: #wcoty @theworldcarawards #wca2021 #WorldCarAwards 
Twitter: #wcoty @worldcarawards #worldcarawards #wca2021  

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/WorldCarAwards #worldcarawards #wca2021 

 
 

For additional information please visit www.worldcar awards.com or contact  
Beth Rhind, Co-founder and Executive Director, E: beth@worldcarawards.com 

 
 

Media release distributed by NEWSPRESS – The World Car Awards’ Official Media Partner 

 
 

ABOUT 
 
World Car Awards 
The World Car Awards and its 90+ global jurors are missioned with recognizing and rewarding automotive excellence on a global scale. We 
test drive and evaluate all new or fully redesigned vehicles that are for sale on more than one continent from May to May each year, voting to 
determine the World Car Design, World Luxury Car, World Performance Car, World Urban Car and World Car of the Year.  
 
Now in their 17th year, the annual World Car Awards are the number one awards program in the world for the eighth (8th) consecutive year 
based on Cision Insight's 2020 media report. 
 
The awards were inaugurated in 2003, and officially launched in January 2004, to reflect the reality of the global marketplace, as well as to 
recognize, reward and inspire excellence, leadership and innovation in a rapidly changing automotive industry. 
 
The awards are intended to complement, not compete, with existing national and regional Car of the Year programs. 

 
New York International Auto Show  

https://youtu.be/jBEPQMvGugw
http://www.worldcarawards.com/
http://r.email.newspress.co.uk/mk/cl/f/ANHmAClpw2I_Ymq4jyagrODbQYHoE1hDsdUvHVijOH69cSQAi5pl1Mm9GIg52dH1Rb-ivpmHWQnLufqsuZ1cuDQ5zv8kz2Hw3TyXv7vQp0M42plMbAqH1RFqycvQXta9WCUUWQJGGuctRN6Sb45lEsyWwB0nNHOH-jo1vMgsHDctyZ61PFQPpxRo7UldFBZ5vV5qpTZvVNPhdfciOp8jJuazTDPiFkLH8l39oV9rjmGL_q07rFgUT2o
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Owned and operated by the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association, the New York Auto Show is an awesome 
combination of new ideas, technological innovation, exceptional concept cars and nearly 1,000 of the latest new cars and 
trucks.  Over one million visitors are expected to visit the show this year to see what is truly possible from the automotive 
industry. 
  
Important 2021 Auto Show Dates  
Press Preview:  August 19, 2021  (credentials required) 
Public Sneak Preview: August 20, 2021 
Public Show Date:   August 20 – 29, 2021 
Social Media: Twitter: @NYAutoShow Facebook: nyautoshow Instagram: nyautoshow #nyauto #nyias #RoadtoNYC 


